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MANNINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT COUNCIL CHAMBER 

ON 

08 SEPTEMBER 2015 

The meeting commenced at 6:35 PM. 

Present: Councillor Paul McLeish (Mayor) 
Councillor Michelle Kleinert (Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Geoff Gough 
Councillor Jim Grivokostopoulos  
Councillor Dot Haynes 
Councillor Stephen O’Brien 
Councillor Jennifer Yang 

Officers Present: Chief Executive Officer, Mr Joe Carbone 
Director Assets & Engineering, Mr Leigh Harrison 
Director Community Programs, Mr Chris Potter 
Director Planning & Environment, Ms Teresa Dominik 
Director Shared Services, Mr Philip Lee 
Manager Strategic Governance – Ms Melissa Harris 

1. OPENING PRAYER & STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Mayor read the Opening Prayer & Statement of Acknowledgement.

2. APOLOGIES

Cr Downie and Cr Galbally have submitted an apology for this meeting.

3. PRIOR NOTIFICATION CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

The Chairman invited Councillors to disclose any interest or conflict of interest in any
item listed on the Council Agenda.

There were no declarations made.

Return to Index
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4. 2014-15 FINANCIAL REPORT AND PERFORMANCE STATEMENT;
ADOPTION IN PRINCIPLE

Responsible Director: Director Shared Services 

File No. . 
The ultimate destination for this report is: COUNCIL AGENDA 

Neither the responsible Director, Manager nor the Officer authoring this report has a 
conflict of interest in this matter. 

SUMMARY 

The completed 2014/15 Financial Report and 2014/15 Performance Statement are 
presented to Council for adoption in principal prior to their lodgement with the 
Auditor-General. 

A detailed audit of the Financial Report and Performance Statement was undertaken 
by the Auditor-General’s agent during August 2015 and the outcome presented to 
the Audit Committee on 27 August 2015.  The Audit Committee recommended a 
number of non-material changes and these have been incorporated into the final 
documents attached to this report. 

A “Closing report to the audit committee” for the financial year ended 30 June 2015”, 
has been prepared by Mr Tim Fairclough, Partner, HLB Mann Judd. In his report, Mr 
Fairclough expressed the view that the Financial Report and the Performance 
Statement had been prepared in accordance with the Auditor-General’s 
requirements and that “…the financial report of Manningham City Council is 
presented fairly”.  Mr Fairclough will be recommending to the Auditor General to 
issue a clear audit opinion for Manningham City Council on the two reports. 

The Audit Committee is of the view that there is nothing that would prevent the 
Council from adopting the Statements “in principle” for submission to the Auditor- 
General. 

This report also recommends that Councillor Paul McLeish and Councillor Michelle 
Kleinert be authorised to certify the Financial Report and Performance Statement. 

1 BACKGROUND 

1.1 The 2014/15 Financial Report is presented in accordance with the Model 
Financial Report issued by Local Government Victoria.  It provides a 
comprehensive reporting of the revenues and expenses of Council during the 
2014/15 financial year and an analysis of the financial position of Council as 
at 30 June 2015. The notes accompanying the Financial Statements provide 
information relevant to Council’s accountability obligations and additional 
information to assist users of the report to form an opinion on the financial 
performance of Council. 

1.2 Under the Local Government Act 1989 and the Local Government (Planning 
and Reporting) Regulations 2014, Councils must now also report their 
performance against a set of new prescribed service performance, financial 
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and sustainability indicators. The first report will be for the period 1 July 2014 
to 30 June 2015. 

1.3 The Performance Statement details twelve service outcomes, twelve 
financial and six sustainability indicators that are subject to audit. The draft 
Performance Statement (Attachment 2) and the Financial Statements 
(Attachment 3) must be approved in principle by Council prior to being 
included in the Annual Report, and a Special Council meeting has been 
convened for Tuesday 8 September for this purpose. 

2 PROPOSAL/ISSUE 

2.1 It is proposed that Council approve “in principle” the draft Financial Report 
and Performance Statement for the year ended 30 June 2015. 

2.2 Further, that Councillor Paul McLeish and Councillor Michelle Kleinert are 
authorised to certify the Financial Report and Performance Statement in their 
final form. In the event that Councillors McLeish or Kleinert are not available 
to certify the Statements, then any other Manningham Councillor is 
authorised to certify the Statements. 

3 PRIORITY/TIMING 

3.1 Following approval in principle by Council, the statutory statements will be 
submitted to the Auditor-General’s Office for final audit clearance, which 
should be received prior to final sign off of the Annual Report. 

4 FINANCIAL PLAN 

4.1 The financial forecasts in Council’s long term Financial Strategy will be 
updated to reflect the actual financial position of Council as at 30 June 2015.  

5 CONSULTATION 

5.1 The Audit Committee has been consulted and has endorsed the Financial 
Report and Performance Statement as attached to this report. 

6 COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY 

6.1 The Financial Report and Performance Statement will be published in 
Council’s 2014/15 Annual Report. 

7 CONCLUSION 

7.1 That the 2014/15 Financial Report and Performance Statement, having been 
reviewed by the Auditor-General’s Agent and presented to the Audit 
Committee, be adopted in principle for submission to the Auditor-General. 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION   

That 

(A) Council notes: 

1. The Audit Committee is satisfied that an appropr iate external audit 
process has taken place on the proposed 2014/5 Fina ncial Report and 
Performance Statement; 
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2. The Audit Committee has noted the contents and findings of the
Victorian Auditor General’s Office closing audit report to the Audit
Committee of Manningham City Council for the financial year ended 30
June 2015;

3. That no issues of significance arose during the audit that needed to be
brought to management’s attention;

4. The Audit Committee’s review of the proposed 2014/15 Financial 
Statements, Standard Statements and the Performance Statement did 
not identify any issues that would prevent the Council from adopting the 
2014/15 Financial Statements, Standard Statements and the Performance  
Statement in principle;

(B) Council authorises Councillor Paul McLeish and Councillor Michelle Kleinert 
to certify the 2014/15 Financial Report and 2014/15 Performance Statement in 
their final form. In the event that Councillor McLeish or Kleinert are not 
available to certify the Statements, then any other Manningham Councillor is 
authorised to certify the Statements. 

(C) Council approves in principle the proposed 2014/15 Financial Report and 
2014/15 Performance Statement. 

MOVED: GOUGH 
SECONDED: O’BRIEN 

That the Recommendation be adopted. 
CARRIED 

“Refer Attachments” 

1. Attachment 1: Manningham City Council – Closing report for the financial 
year ended 30 June 2015 

2. Attachment 2 2014/15 Financial Report 

3. Attachment 3 2014/15 Performance Statement 

* * * * * 
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The meeting concluded at 6:40pm. 

Chairman 
CONFIRMED THIS 29 SEPTEMBER 2015 

* * * * * 
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